FINANCIAL ONENESS IN MARRIAGE
Introduction: The importance of oneness in marriage

· God’s objective for marriage (Genesis 2:21-25; Ephesians 5:30-31; Matthew 19:5-6).
· Oneness enhances effectiveness and efficiency of the couple.

· Oneness is crucial for us to achieve the abundant life God intends for believers including married couples (Psalms 133:1-3)

Note: No family should have two heads. Both spouses should work together towards a commonwealth irrespective of the source of the family’s income.
A Recipe for Financial Oneness 

· Leave:

· The couple should limit their dependence on their family and friends

· Make adjustments in your lifestyle to meet with your income

· Beware of debts

Note: He that pays the piper dictates the tune. If mommy and daddy are still footing the bill for the young couple, they will unwittingly interfere in the marriage. Set your family free by charting your own financial course, or make sure that relevant others with whom you have financial dealings learn to respect your boundaries.

· Cleave (unite):

· Share assets such as salaries and other income sources.
· Share liabilities such as debts and plan together how to pay them off.
· Maintain and service joint accounts.
· Develop and maintain a viable budget together.
· Financial planning.
· Communication over financial matters.
· Provide for personal expenses (pocket monies) to avoid a sense of strangulation.

· Plan together for each other, the children, God’s purpose, and the extended family.

Note: work together, share your treasures, be accountable, and tap the managerial resources available in that union. That thrifty spouse of yours might get both of you to unimaginable places.

· Intimacy:

· Maintain open and regular communication about the state of family’s finances, needs, wants and desires.
· Make effort to know your mate’s views about expenses made, debts incurred and assets acquired.

Note: communication is the mother of intimacy. While consultation prior to spending may be strenuous, in the long run, it will engender trust and a strong sense of security in the union. Plan to spend wisely and share those plans with your spouse.
· Permanence: money may cause a split or may also unite.
· Splits come when there are,
· Poor communication about finances and related issues.

· Selfishness.
· Independent behaviors.
· Bad investments that lead to major losses or worse still, bankruptcy

· Materialism – the worship of mammon.

· Permanence is maintained by 

· Avoiding the highlighted pitfalls.
· Making Jesus Christ the Lord financially so that the devourer is kept away and the couple can progress steadily.

· Wisdom: recognizing that money does not bring lasting fulfillment and is TEMPORARY. Lasting joy is founded on an eternal foundation, Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.

“Let money work for you and not against you”
NOTES

