How the Righteous Handles Bad News

Text: 1 Kings 20:1-11; Isaiah 12:2

1. Hezekiah’s illness (1 Kings 20:1)

a. It was life threatening and in his case, it was terminal
b. He received bad news from an unusual, yet authentic source.
Note: Hezekiah had to contend with a source that was unmistakable—God. Today, one has only to deal with their doctor’s prognosis, which may be wrong. How much more then should we have faith for our healing.

2. Hezekiah turned to his Rock in prayer 
a. Who was Hezekiah’s Rock? (1 King 20:2)
b. Who is indeed your Rock? (Psalm 18:31, 46; Proverbs 14:26.)
Note: God is the immovable rock, the strong tower of all true believers and we can put our trust in Him.

3. Hezekiah presented strong reasons to His Rock 

a. His walk with God prior to the time of His illness (relationship, 1 Kings 20:3)

b. Our strong reasons include:

i. The finished work of Christ (I Peter 2:24)
ii. Our own faith testimonies (Revelations 12:11; Proverbs 14:26)
Note: the greatest reason we have to approach God in the time of trouble is the finished work of Jesus Christ that has reconciled us all to God. However, our failure to abide in Him and live obedient lives will greatly hamper our ability to have faith and confidence to approach Him.
4. God’s response was mercy (1 Kings 20:5-6)

a. Healing

b. Deliverance from his enemies and troubles

c. Compare God’s reasons with Hezekiah’s strong reasons

i. God’s name’s sake

ii. God’s covenant with David

Note: Hezekiah’s reasons were not necessarily, what made God heal him, but his close walk with God gave him the confidence to approach God boldly and ask to heal him. Further, as a covenant-keeping man, he (Hezekiah) placed himself in a place where he could not be ignored.
5. Hezekiah’s faith action (1 Kings 20:7)

a. He got medical treatment as was prescribed by His healer (God)

b. Show me your faith by your works (James 2:14-18)

Note: Faith without work is dead. Every promise of God is associated with a faith action. If you are born again, then live like one. If you are claiming healing, then start on the road to recovery by getting treatment.

6. Hezekiah’s sign (1 Kings 20: 8-11) versus your sign 

a. Your sign is your faith in God (Hebrews 11:1; Romans 4:16-17)
b. Holding onto God’s word – speak it (Hebrews 10:23)
Note: our faith in the immutable (unchangeable) word of God that was raised from the dead for our healing is our sign. “Believe in the Lord your God and you shall be saved…”
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