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Responsibility means 1) the quality or state of being responsible, for example, the moral, legal or mental ACCOUNTABILITY. 2) RELIABILITY or TRUSTWORTHINESS. 3) Something which one is responsible for: BURDEN. A responsible spouse needs to be acquainted with the following truths.
1. In the secret place (i.e. having a viable ongoing relationship with God [Psalms 91:1-2; Ephesians 5:18-20]), one obtains,

a. The knowledge of God’s intentions for you as a person, which is to take over your life, to bless you and to make you a blessing to others.
b. The code of conduct, which is self denial, a sacrificial and a Spirit-filled walk with God (see Romans 12:1-3).
c. The ability (i.e. anointing, power [Acts 10:38; Ephesians 6:12]) to serve (i.e. to love). This ability includes the confidence or faith that comes from God’s validation (see Isaiah 50:8; John 13:3-5)
d. The vision of God’s unique purpose for you and your family (see Genesis 1:28; Exodus 20; Ephesians 3:10)

Summary: 
1. Offer up your SELF as a living sacrifice and be SPIRIT-FILLED 
2. KNOW GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR FAMILY, both the general and hopefully the specific, especially where it concerns you and your spouse. 
3. Have regular COMMUNION with God as a couple.

2. Know God’s order in marriage (Ephesians 5:21)

a. For wives (Ephesians 5:22-24)

i. Submit means to yield oneself to the authority of another (e.g. husband). Rebellion is subtle and deadly  (e.g. Aaron and Miriam [Numbers 12:1-10])
ii. Recognize your husband as the head (e.g. get your model from the relationship between Christ and the Church).
iii. Be virtuous: this means conformity to the standard of right: morality; commendable quality or trait; chastity especially in a woman (Proverbs 31:10-31)
1. Render service that brings honor (Proverbs 31:11, 23; I Corinthians 7:5)
2. Integrity (Proverbs 31:10-11; I Corinthians 7:14)
3. Be beautiful (i.e. the inner beauty that does not fade [I Peter 3:4])

Summary: 
1. Make him your head by WILLINGLY submitting to him. 
2. ENCOURAGE him to lead the family by helping him get the spiritual (e.g. prayer), psychological (e.g. counsel) and material (e.g. financial) help he needs. 
3. IDENTIFY HIS CALLING in Christ and commit yourself to making it come true. 
4. If he is not playing his part, seek help and direction from the Christian ministry, but DO NOT REBEL.
b. For the Husband (Ephesians 5:25-31)

i. Self-giving love: involves sacrifice, commitment, dedication, exemplary leadership (John 15:13)

ii. Feed (i.e. spiritually and materially)

iii. Care (i.e. to attend to her all her needs with the goal to improve her quality of life and to make her the radiant bride that God wants her to be. In order words, help fulfill her destiny in Christ).
Summary:
1. EXALT CHRIST as your own HEAD and FOLLOW Him. 
2. See your wife as your own self. 
3. Lead her and the family by SELFLESS and EXEMPLARY service. 
4. Know her dreams, hopes and aspirations, integrate them into the family vision, and work with her and God to make them come true.

3. FOR THIS REASON….. (Ephesians 5:30-31; Genesis 2:21-25)
a. Leaving

i. Severe EXCESSIVELY close ties with family, friend and society.
ii. Maintaining necessary exclusiveness (Proverbs 5:15-19).

b. Cleave (unite) to become ONE (flesh)

i. Unity is multi-dimensional, and includes,
1. Spiritual,
2. Emotional (i.e. psychological),
3. Physical (i.e. sexual),
4. Financial or material (i.e. assets and liabilities).
ii. Types of unity

1. Unity that is complementary (i.e. individual virtues are respected, preserved, appreciated and utilized to foster the marriage) (Deuteronomy 32:30)

2. Absolute dominance and control of one spouse by the other (the individual talents, personality traits are disregarded, suppressed or unutilized in the marriage). This is usually due to poor communication, lack of vision, fear, mistrust and unbelief.

3. There is unity that excludes Christ (e.g. Ahab and Jezebel [I King 21:1-16]; Ananias and Sapphira [Acts 5:1-11])

c. Naked and not ashamed (Songs of Solomon 1:7)

i. Intimacy: spiritual, emotional, physical, etc.

ii. Transparent communication without the fear of rejection or condemnation.
d. Permanence (Matthew 19:4-6)

i. The phrase, “No man” includes husband, wife, children, church leaders, society, government, etc.

ii. It is a life long COMMITMENT

iii. IT IS A COVENANT RELATIONSHIP AND BREAKING IT WILL LEAD TO YOUR DEATH (i.e. serious spiritual, psychological and material damage [Genesis 17: 10-14])
Summary: Because you and your spouse are to be ONE and exemplify the relationship between Christ and his body—the Church, you are to,

1. Actively and consciously make your marriage an EXCLUSIVE, HOLY union; 
2. Unite in a COMPLEMENTARY manner that makes the pair stronger for all intents and purposes that the individuals;
3. CULTIVATE and MAINTAIN intimacy in all areas; 
4. Provide lifelong COMMITMENT to your marriage by loving one another (i.e. providing service) as a Christ-like DUTY (i.e. whether you feel like it or not).
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